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PRESS RELEASE

Frankfurt, September 28, 2017

INEOS Styrolution receives public funding from the German Federal
Ministry of Education and Research for a research project to recycle
polystyrene post-consumer waste

e Aim to transition from a linear to a circular economy

e Holistic approach to the recycling process

e Process is based on “chemical recycling”

INEOS Styrolution, the global leader in styrenics, has been granted a funding from the
German Federal Ministry (BMBF) for a research project regarding recycling of polystyrene.
The project entails a technical feasibility study and the development of a holistic recycling
concept in collaboration with waste management companies. The project also includes a

commercial and an ecological evaluation of the recycling process.

INEOS Styrolution strives for a recycling process based on “chemical recycling”, thus aiming to
achieve a true circular economy, where polystyrene waste is recycled into virgin, high-quality
styrenic polymers. This specific approach to recycling is fundamentally different from incineration of

polystyrene waste.

The project is funded as a joint project involving several institutions and research facilities. It will be
executed with contributions from INEOS in KéIn. Two institutes of the University of Aachen
(RWTH) - the Institute for Processing and Recycling (Institut fur Aufbereitung und Recycling,
[.A.R.) and the Institute of Plastics Processing (Institut fiir Kunststoffverarbeitung, IKV) — as well as

Neue Materialien GmbH Bayreuth will support the project which is planned to run for three years.
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Dr. Norbert Niessner, Director Global R&D/ Intellectual Property, is excited about the sanction of
the project: “Significant efforts to develop processes for recycling plastic waste were made in the
1980s and 1990s already. However, industry-scale solutions were never implemented due to
engineering challenges and for economic reasons. Increased challenges with growing amounts of
waste, an increased awareness for the environment and the urge for sustainable solutions have

led to a renewed interest in recycling again.”

Since the company was founded in 2011, INEOS Styrolution has focused on a series of
sustainability initiatives. Since 2014, it has developed and executes a consistent company-wide
sustainability program. In that context, INEOS Styrolution publishes an annual sustainability report
based on the standards of the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI). This reporting has resulted in a
silver rating provided by EcoVadis, a leading, independent service provider for sustainability
ratings.

Together with reputable European producers of polystyrene, INEOS Styrolution supports an
initiative by PlasticsEurope driving innovative recycling of styrenic polymers with the objective to
enable a circular economy for these plastics (see also:

http://www.plasticseurope.de/informationszentrum/pressezentrum/presseinformationen-

2017/plasticseurope-launches-industry-initiative-to-drive-innovative-recycling-solutions-for-

polystyrene.aspx).

About INEOS Styrolution

INEOS Styrolution is the leading, global styrenics supplier with a focus on styrene monomer,
polystyrene, ABS Standard and styrenic specialties. With world-class production facilities and more
than 85 years of experience, INEOS Styrolution helps its customers succeed by offering the best
possible solution, designed to give them a competitive edge in their markets. The company
provides styrenic applications for many everyday products across a broad range of industries,
including Automotive, Electronics, Household, Construction, Healthcare, Packaging and Toys/
Sports/ Leisure. In 2016, sales were at 4.5 billion euros. INEOS Styrolution employs approximately
3,200 people and operates 16 production sites in nine countries.

More information: www.ineos-styrolution.com
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CONTACT

Dr. Ralf Leinemann
Global Public Relations & Marketing Communications

INEOS Styrolution Group GmbH
Mainzer Landstral3e 50
60325 Frankfurt

Germany
Phone: +49 69 509550 1366
Email: ralf.leinemann@styrolution.com

Internet: www.ineos-styrolution.com
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